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Council Priorities 
1. Parent education 

 Identify/refer parents to available parenting/resources/classes available in a variety of settings. 

2. Reduce illegal substance distribution in communities. 

 Increase collaboration with agencies, individuals and communities to support/seek funding/resources to reduce substance abuse. 

3. Need for parents to receive awareness information regarding the importance of 
parent participation in the following areas:  school participation, programs, family 
budgeting, and prevention awareness. 

 Increase promotion of existing parent resources. 
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Issues  Issues are the primary concerns or problems facing children in the county

Early Care Education 

Children (0 – 5) are provided opportunities to fully develop emotionally, socially,  
physically, and cognitively and are ready to succeed. 

Parent education 
Action Steps 
1) Identify/refer parents to available parenting resources/classes available in a variety of settings. 

Need for increased availability/access to early learning 
centers/programs.  Need for parent discussion groups and 
increase training in violence prevention 
Action Steps 
1) Support and promote prevention/intervention programs/resources in school and community 
settings. 

Need for affordable daycare/transportation 
Action Steps 
1) Work with organizations in providing information about available day-care facilities and 
transportation. 

Economic Security 

Children grow up in a financially stable home where the child’s basic needs can be met. 

Increase and support economic development, job availability, 
public awareness of opportunities/financial assistance 
Action Steps 
1) Council will support economic development through aiding in public awareness of job 
opportunities and access. 

Increase availability of life skills training for parents 
Action Steps 
1) Council will advocate for increased training with local resources. 

Need for affordable after-hours day-care 
Action Steps 
1) Council will advocate for affordable/available day-care for children. 
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Education 

Children learn the skills necessary to become productive citizens. 
Decrease the number of high school drop outs in Walker County 
Action Steps 
1) Utilizing collaborating council partners, news media, pamphlets, parent days and public 
announcements to increase collaboration/support to encourage youth to complete their education. 

Increase parental involvement in education 
Action Steps 
1) Collaborating agencies will provide available information regarding services/resources to youth 
and adults. 

Community educational services/resources available for youth 
and adults 
Action Steps 
1) Community educational services/resources available for youth and adults. 

Health 

Children's (0 - 19) physical and mental well-being in the county. 

Decrease the use/abuse of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs by 
youth 0-19 
Action Steps 
1) Promote and encourage programs that address prevention of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. 

Continue to decrease the number of children in Walker County 
without health insurance 
Action Steps 
1) Continue to support enrollment activities and events such as health fairs to provide information 
regarding insurance/preventive health resources. 

Increase support of mental health resources for children in 
Walker County 
Action Steps   
1) Support awareness campaigns to educate the community regarding resources and needs for 
children's mental health services. 
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Parent Involvement Skills 
Parents and guardians participation and effectiveness in fostering an environment  

for children to become mature, responsible and independent adults. 

Need for parents to receive awareness information regarding 
the importance of their involvement in the following areas:  
school participation, programs, family budgeting, and 
prevention awareness 
Action Steps 
1) Increase promotion of existing parenting classes/resources. 

Need to encourage/support role models for good 
citizenship/volunteering 
Action Steps 
1) Community initiative to encourage and promote parent/child involvement promoting good 
citizenship and community involvement. 

Safety  

Children live free of abuse, neglect, crime, and drugs. 
Reduce illegal substance distribution in communities 
Action Steps 
1) Increase collaboration with local law enforcement, seeking funding to increase number of 
resource officers and community resources. 

Increase public awareness with children and adults regarding 
violence prevention including physical and emotional abuse 
Action Steps 
1) Promote/support awareness programs with the community.   
2) Collaborating partners providing literature/resources on violence prevention. 

Need of supervision with children in regard to internet access 
and exposure to explicit music and media 
Action Steps 
1) Prepare written materials educating parents on supervising children regarding internet/media 
access to be distributed via local agencies and offices. 
 



WALKER COUNTY CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL 2006 NEEDS ASSESSSMENT 

 

Policy Recommendations 
• Reduce/eliminate unnecessary paperwork, increasing flexibility in providing services to 

children in need. 

• Defined rules/laws regarding the intervention for infants testing positive at birth for drugs. 

• Raising age of license driver/learners permit must be obtained for one year prior to license. 

• Increase funding/support for child services including childcare, pre-school programs, foster 
homes and preventive health services. 

• Increase funding/support for after school, counseling and prevention programs. 

 

 




